THE  KENTUCKY  GAZETTE  EXTRA. 


LEXINGTON — TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  Mj  ,3oi. 


By  1  ester  day's  Mail  we  receive  J  the  Pre- 
sident's Communication  to  Congress  ; 
in  order  therefore  to  gratify  our  rea- 
ders as  early  as  possible,  on  a  subject 
for  tvhich  <we  have  discovered  great  so- 
■licitude,  f>c  hasten  to  lay  it  before  them 
in  a  Gazette  Extraordinary* 

WASHINGTON  (City,)  Dec.  8. 

THIS  DAY 

At  12  o'clock,  the  following  MESSAGE  was 
delivered  t»  each  House  by  Mr.  Ltwis, 
Secretary  to  the  President* 

M  E  S  S  A  G  E 

Of  the   President  of  the  United  States,  to 
■both  Houses  of  Congress. 

December  8,  1801. 

Sir 

The  circumftances  under  which  we 
find  ourfelves  at  this  place  rendering  in- 
convenient the  mode  heretofore  practifed, 
of  making  by  perlbnal  addrefs  the  firft 
communications  between  the  Legiflative 
and  Executive  branches,  I  have  adopted 
that  by  Meffage,  as  ufed  on  a!!  fubfe- 
quent  occalions  through  the  feflion.— ■>• 
In  doing  this,  I  have  had  principal  re- 
gard to  the  convenience  of  the  Legilla- 
ture,  to  the  economy  of  their  time,  to 
their  relief  from  the  embarraSfment  of 
immediate  anfwers,  on  Subjects  not  yet 
fully  before  them,  and  to  the  benefits 
thence  refulting  to  the  public  affairs. — 
Trufting  that  a  procedure,  founded  in 
thefe  motives,  will  meet  their  approba- 
tion, I  beg  leave;  through  you,  Sir,  to 
communicate  the  enclofed  Meffage  with 
the  documents  accompanying  it,  to  the 
honorable  the  Houfeof  Representatives, 
and  pray  you  to  accept,  for  yourfelf  and 
them,  the  homage  of  my  high  reSpect 
and  confideration. 

Th.  JEFFERSON. 
The  honorable  the  Speaker") 

of  the  Houfe  of  Repre-  V 

fentatives.  J 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
IT  is  a  circumftance  of  fincere  grati- 
fication to  me,  that  on  meeting  the  great 
council  of  the  nation,  I  am  able  to  an- 
nounce to  them  on  grounds  of  reaSona- 
ble  certainty,  that  the  wars  and  trou- 
bles, which  have  for  fo  many  years  af- 
flicted our  lifter  nations,  have  at  length 
come  to  an  end  ;  and  that  the  communi- 
cations of  peace  and  commerce  are  once 
more  opening  among  them.  Whilft  we 
devoutly  return  thanks  to  the  benificent 
being  who  has  been  pleafedto  breathe  in- 
to them  the  fpirit  of  conciliation  and  for- 
givenefs,  we  are  bound,  with  peculiar 
gratitude,  to  be  thankful  to  him  that 
our  own  peace  has  been  preferved 
througli  lb  perilous  a  feafon,  and  our- 
felves permitted  quietly  to  cultivate  the 
earth,  and  to  practife  and  improve  thofe 
arts  which  tend  to  encreafe  our  comforts. 
The  affurances  indeed  of  friendly  difpo- 
fition  received  from  all  the  powers  with 
whom  we  have  principle  relations,  had 
infpired  a  confidence  that  our  peace  with 
them  would  not  have  been  difturbed. 
But  a  ceffation  of  the  irregularies  which 
had  afflicted  the  commerce  of  neutral  na- 
tions, and  of  the  irritations  and  injuries 
produced  by  them,  cannot  but  add  to  this 
confidence  ;  and  ftrengthens  at  the  fame 
time,  the  hope  that  wrongs  committed  on 
unoffending  friends,  under  a  preflure  of 
circumftances,  will  now  be  reviewed  with 
candour,  and  will  be  conlideredas  found- 
ing juft  claims  of  retribution  for  the  part, 
and  new  aflurance  for  the  future. 

Among  our  Indian  neighbors  alfo  a 
fpirit  of  peace  and  friendship  generally 
prevails  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
that  the  continued  efforts  to  introduce 
among  them  the  implements  and  the  prac- 
tife  of  hufbandry,  and  of  the  houfehold 
arts,  have  not  been  without  fuccefs  :  that 
they  are  become  more  and  more  fenfible 
of  the  Superiority  of  this  dependance  for 
clothing  and  fubfiftence,  over  the  preca- 
rious relburces  of  hunting  and  fifhing  : 
And  already  we  are  able  ta  announce 
that,  inftead  of  that  conftant  diminution 
of  numbers  produced  by  their  wars  and 
their  wants,  fome  of  them  begin  to  ex- 
perience an  increafe  of  population. 

To  this  ftate  of  general  peace  with 
which  we  have  been  bleffed,  one  onjy 
exception  exifts.  Tripoli,  the  leaft  con- 
fiderableof  the  Bai  bary  ftates,  had  come 
forward  with  demands  unfounded  either 
in  right  or  incompact,  and  had  permitted 


itfelf  to  denounce  war,  on  our  failure 
to  comply  before  a  given  day.  The  ftyle. 
of  the  demand  admitted  but  one  anfwer. 
I  fent  a  fmall  fquadron  of  frigates  into 
the  Mediterranean,  with  affurances  V* 
that  power  of  our  fincere  delire  to  re- 
main in  peace  ;  but  with  orders  to  pro- 
tect our  commerce  againft  the  threatened 
attack.  Themeafure  was  feafonable  and 
falutary.  The  Bey  had  already  declared 
war  in  form.  His  cruifers  were  out. 
Two  had  arrived  at  Gibraltar.  Our 
commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  was 
blockaded  ;  and  that  of  the  Atlantic  'in 
peril.  The  arrival  of  our  fquadron  dis- 
pelled the  danger.  One  of  the  Tripoli- 
tan  cruifers  having  fallen  in  with  and 
enaged  the  fmall  Schooner  Enterprize, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Sterret,  which 
had  gone  out  as  a  tender  to  our  larger  vef- 
fels,  was  captured,  after  a  heavy  {laugh- 
ter of  her  men,  without  the  lofs  of  a  Sin- 
gle one  on  our  part.  The  bravery  exhi- 
bited by  our  citizens  on  that  element 
will,  I  truft,  be  a  teftimony  to  the  world, 
that  it  is  not  a  want  of  that  virtue  which 
makes  us  Seek  their  peace  ;  but  a  con- 
scientious defire  to  direct  the  energies  oS 
our  nation  to  the  multiplication  of  the 
human  race  :  and  not  to  its  deftruction 
Unauthorized  by  the  conftitution,  with-, 
out  the  Sanction  of  Congrefs,  to  go  be- 
yond the  line  of  defence,  the  veffel  be- 
ing difabled  Srom  committing  further 
hostilities,  was  liberated,  with  its  crew. 
The  Legiflature  will  doubtleSs  conSider 
whether,  by  authorizing  meaSures  of 
offence  alfo,  they  will  place  our  force  on 
an  equal  footing  with  that  of  its  adver- 
saries. I  communicate  all  material  infor- 
mation onthis  Subject,  that  in  the  exercife 
of  the  important  function,  confided  by 
the  constitution  to  the  Legiflature  exclu- 
sively, their  judgment  may  form  itfelf  on 
a  knowdedge  and  confideration  of  every 
circumftance  of  weight. 

I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  our  Situation 
with  all  the  other  Barbary  ftates  was  en- 
tirely SatisSactory.  Discovering  that 
fome  delays  had  taken  place  in  the  per- 
Sormance  of  certain  articles  ftipulated  by 
us,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  by  immediate 
meafures  for  fulfilling  them,  to  vindicate 
to  ourSelves  the  right  of  confidering  the 
effect  of  departure  from  ftipulation  on 
their  fide.  From  the  papers  which  will 
be  laid  before  you,  you  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  our  treaties  are  regarded 
by  them  as  fixing  at  all  the  meafure  of 
their  demands,  or  as  guarding  againft  the 
exercife  oS  Sorce  our  veffels  within  their 
power:  and  to  conSider  how  far  it  will 
be  Safe  and  expedient  to  leave  our  affairs 
with  them  in  their  prefent  pofture. 

I  lay  beSore  you  the  reSult  of  the  cen- 
Sus  lately  taken  of  our  inhabitants,  to  a 
conformity  with  which  we  are  to  reduce 
the  enfuing  rates  of  reprefentation  and 
taxation.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
encreaSe  oS  numbers,  during  the  laft  ten 
years,  proceeding  in  geometrical  ratio, 
promiSes  a  duplication  in  little  more  than 
twenty-two  years.  We  contemplate 
this  rapid  growth,  and  the  proSpect  it 
holds  up  to  us,  not  with  a  view  to  the 
injuries  it  may  enable  us  to  do  to  others 
in  Some  Suture  day,  but  to  the  Settlement 
of  the  extenSive  country  Still  remaining 
vacant  within  our  limits,  to  the  multipli- 
cation of  men,  SuSceptible  of  happinefs, 
educated  in  the  love  of  order,  habituated 
to  Self-government,  and  valuing  its  blelf- 
ings  above  all  price. 

Other  circumftances,  combined  with 
the  increaSe  of  numbers,  have  produced 
an  augmentation  of  revenue  arifing  from 
confumption,  in  a  ratio  far  beyond  that 
of  population  alone  ;  and  though  the 
changes  in  foreign  relations,  now  taking 
place  fo  deSirably  Sor  the  whole  world, 
may  for  a  feafon  affect  this  branch  of  re- 
venue, yet,  weighing  all  probabilities  of 
expence,  as  well  as  of  income,  there  is 
reaSonable  ground  of  confidence  that  we 
may  now  fafely  difpenSe  with  all  the  in- 
ternal taxes,  comprehending  exciSes, 
Stamps,  auctions,  licences,  carriages  and 
refined  Sugars  ;  to  which  the  portage  on 
news-papers  may  be  added,  to  facilitate 
the  progrefs  of  information  :  and  that 
the  remaining  Sources  of  revenue  will 
be  Sufficient  to  provide  for  the  fupport 
of  government,  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the 
public  debts,  and  to  dil'charge  the  princi- 
pals in  Shorter  periods  than  the  laws,  or 
the  general  expectation  had  contempla- 
ted. War,  indeed,  and  untoward  events 
may  change  this  profpect  of  things,  and 
call  Sor expences  which  the  impofts  could 
not  meet.    But  found  principles  will  not 


jurti  fy  our  taxing  the  induftry  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  to  accumulate  treafure  for 
wars  to  happen  we  know  not  when,  and 
which  might  not,  perhaps,  happen,  but 
from  the  temptations  offered  by  that 
treafure. 

TheSe  views,  however,  of  reducing 
our  burthens,  are  formed  on  the  expect* 
ation,  that  a  fenfible,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  a  Salutary  reduction  may  take  place 
in  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this 
purpoSe,  thoSe  of  the  civil  government, 
the  army  and  navy,  will  need  revifal. 
When  we  conSider  that  this  government 
is  charged  with  the  external  and  mutual 
relations  only  of  thefe  ftates;  that  the 
ftates  themfelves  have  principal  care  of 
our  perfons,  our  property,  and  our  repu- 
tation ;  constituting  the  great  field  of  hu- 
man concerns,  we  may  well  doubt  whe- 
ther our  organization  is  not  too  compli- 
cated, too  expenfive  ;  whether  offices  and 
officers  have  not  been  multiplied  unnecef- 
Sarily,  and  Sometimes  injurioufly  to  the 
Service  they  were  meant  to  promote.  I 
will  cauSe  to  be  laid  before  you  an  effay 
towards  a  ftatement,  of  thole  who,  under 
public  employment  of  various  kinds, 
draw  money  from  the  treafury,  or  from 
our  citizens.  Time  has  not  permitted  a 
perfect  enumeration,  the  ramifications  of 
office  being  too  multiplied  and  remote  to 
be  compleatly  traced  in  a  firft  trial — A- 
mong  thofe  who  are  dependant  on  execu- 
tive discretion,  I  have  begun  the  reduc- 
tion of  what  was  deemed  unneceffary. 
The  expences  of  diplomatic  agency  have 
been  considerably  diminiftied.  The  in- 
spectors of  internal  revenue,  who  were 
found  to  obftruct  the  accountability  of 
the  inftitution,  have  been  difcontinued. 
— Several  agencies,  created  by  executive 
authority,  on  Salaries  fixed  by  that  alSo, 
have  been  Suppreffed,  and  Should  Suggeft 
the  expediency  of  regulating  that  power 
by  law,  fo  as  to  Subject  its  exerciSes  to 
legillative  inSpecfion  and  Sanction.  Other 
reSormations  of  the  fame  kind  will  be  pur- 
Sued  with  that  caution  which  is  requilite,in 
removinguSclefs  things,  not  to  injure  what 
retained.  But  the  great  mafs  of  public 
offices  is  eftabliflied  by  law,  and  therefore 
by  law  alone  can  be  abolifhed.  Should 
the  legiflature  think  it  expedient  to  paSs 
this  roll  in  review,  and  to  try  all  its  parts 
by  the  teft  of  public  utility,  they  may  be 
affured  of  every  aid  and  light  which  exe- 
cutive information  can  yield.  Confider- 
ing the  general  tendency  to  multiply  of- 
fices and  dependencies,  and  to  encreafe 
expence  to  the  ultimate  term  of  burthen 
which  the  citizen  can  bear,  it  behoyes  us 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  every  occafion, 
which  preSents  itSelS  Sor  taking  off  the 
Surcharge  ;  that  it  never  may  be  Seen 
here, that,  aSter  leaving  to  labour  the  Small- 
eft  portion  oS  its  earnings  on  which  it  can 
Subfift,  government  Shall  itSelf  confume 
the  refidue  of  what  it  was  inftituted  to 
guard. 

In  our  care  too  of  the  public  contri- 
butions cntruftcd  to  our  direction,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  multiply  barriers 
againft  their  difiipaiion,  by  appropriating 
Specific  Sums  to  every  Specific  purpoSe  SuS- 
ceptible of  definition  :  by  difallowing  all 
application  of  money  varying  from  the 
appropriation  in  object  or  tranfeending 
it  in  amount  ;  by  reducing  the  unde- 
fined field  of  contingences,  and  thereby 
circumfcribing  difcretionary  powers  over 
money  ;  and  by  bringing  back  to  a  Single 
department  all  accountabilities  Sor  mo- 
ney, where  the  examination  may  be 
prompt,  efficacious  and  uniform. 

An  account  of  the  receipts  andexpen- 
ditures  of  the  laft  year,  as  prepared  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  will,  as 
ufual,  be  laid  before  you.  The  SucceSs 
which  has  attended  the  late  Sales  oS  the 
public  lands  (hews  that,  with  attention, 
that  may  be  made  an  important  Source  oS 
receipt.  Among  the  payments,  thoSe 
made  in  discharge  of  the  principal  and  in- 
tereft of  the  national  debt,  will  Shew  that 
the  public  faith  has  been  exactly  maintain- 
ed. To  thefe  will  be  added  an  eftirnate 
of  appropriations  neceffary  for  the  enfu- 
ing ear.  This  laft  will  of  courfe  be  af- 
fected by  fuch  modifications  of  the  fyftem 
of  expence  as  you  ftiall  think  proper  to 
adopt. 

A  ftatement  has  been  formed  by  the 
fecretary  at  war,  on  mature  confideration 
of  all  the  pofts  and  ftations  where  garri- 
Sons  will  be  expedient,  and  of  the  number 
of  men  requfite  Sor  each  garriSon.  The 
whole  amount  is  considerably  fliort  oS  the 
preSent  military  eftablifliment.  For  the 
Surplus  no  particular  uSe  can  be  pointed 


out.  For  defence  againft  invafion,  their 
number  is  as  nothing  :  nor  is  it  consider- 
ed needful  or  fafc  that  a  ftanding  army 
Should  be  kept  up,  in  time  oS  peace,  Sor 
that  purpoSe.  Uncertain  as  we  muft  ever 
be  of  the  particular  point  in  our  circum- 
ference where  an  enemy  may  chufe  to  in- 
vade us,  the  only  force  which  can  be  rea- 
dy at  every  point,  and  competent  to  op- 
pofe  them,  is  the  body  of  neighboring  ci- 
tizens, as  formed  into  a  militia.  On  thefe 
collected  from  the  parts  moft  convenient, 
in  numbers  proportioned  to  the  invading 
force,  it  is  beft  to  rely  not  only  to  meet 
the  firft  attack,  but  if  it  threatens  to  be 
permanent,  to  maintain  the  defence  un- 
til regulars  may  be  engaged  to  relieve 
them*  Thefe  considerations  render  it 
important  that  we  ftiould,  at  every  Seffion, 
continue  to  amend  the  defects,  which 
from  time  to  time  ftiew  themfelves,  in  the 
laws  for  regulating  the  militia,  until  they 
are  fufficiently  perfect :  nor  Should  we 
now,  or  at  any  time,  Separate,  until  we  can 
Say  we  have  done  every  thing  Sor  the  mi- 
litia, which  wc  could  do,  were  any  at  our 
door. 

The  provifion  of  military  ftores  on 
hand  will  be  laid  before  you,  that  you 
may  judge  of  the  additions  ftill  requiiite. 

With  refpect  to  the  extent  to  which 
our  naval  preparations  Should  be  carried, 
Some  difference  of  opinion  may  be  ex- 
pected to  appear;  but  juft  attention  to 
the  circumftances  of  every  part  of  the 
union  will  doubtlefs  reconcile  all*  A 
fmall  force  will  probably  continue  to  be 
wanted,  for  actual  Service  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. Whatever  annual  fum  be- 
yond that  you  may  think  proper  to  appro- 
priate to  naval  preparations,  would  per- 
haps be  better  employed  in  providing 
thoSe  articles  which  may  be  kept  without 
wafte  or  consumption,  and  be  in  readineSs 
when  ony  exigence  calls  them  into  uSc. 
Progrefs  has  been  made,  as  will  appear 
by  papers  now  communicated,  in  provi- 
ding materials  Sor  Seventy-four-gun  fliips 
as  directed  by  law. 

How  Sar  the  authority  given  by  the  le- 
giflature Sor  procuring  and  eftablifliing 
Sites  for  naval  purpofes  has  been  perfect- 
ly underftood  and  purfued  in  the  execu- 
tion, admits  of  Some  doubt.  A  ftate- 
ment of  the  expences  already  incurred 
on  that  Subject  ftiall  be  laid  beSore  you. 
I  have  in  certain  caSes,  SuSpended  or 
flackened  theSe  expenditures,  that  the  le- 
giflature might  determine  whether  So  ma- 
ny yards  are  neceffary  as  have  been  con- 
templated. The  works  at  this  place  are 
among  thoSe  permitted  to  go  oh  :  and  five 
of  the  Seven  frigates  directed  to  be  laid 
up,  have  been  brought  and  laid  up  here  ; 
where,  befides  the  SaSety  of  their 
pofition,  they  are  under  the  eye  of  the 
executive  adminiftration,  as  well  as  of  its 
agents,  and  where  yourfelves  alfo  will  be 
guided  by  your  own  view,  in  the  legifla- 
tive provisions  reSpecting  them,  which 
may  Srom  time  to  time  be  neceffary. 
They  are  preferved  in  Such  condition,  as 
well  the  veffels  as  whatever  belongs  to 
them,  as  to  beat  all  times  ready  for  Sea  on 
a  fliort  warning.  Two  others  are  yet  to 
be  laid  up,  fo  Soon  as  they  ftiall  have  re- 
ceived the  repairs  requiiite  to  put  them  al- 
fo into  found  condition.  As  a  Superin- 
tending officer  will  be  neceffary  at  each 
yard,  his  duties  and  emoluments,  hitherto 
fixed  by  the  executive,  will  be  a  more 
proper  Subject  for  legiflation.  A  commu- 
nication will  alfo  be  made  of  our  pro- 
grefs in  the  execution  of  the  law  reSpect- 
ing the  veffels  directed  to  be  Sold. 

The  Sortifications  oS  our  harbours, 
more  or  leSs  advanced,  preSent  consider- 
ations of  great  difficulty.  While  fome 
of  them  are  on  a  Scale  Sufficiently  propor- 
tioned to  the  advantages  oS  their  pofition 
to  the  efficacy  of  their  protection  and  the 
importance  of  the  points  within  it,  others 
are  fo  extenSive,  will  coft  So  much  in  their 
firft  erection,  So  much  in  their  mainte- 
nance, and  require  Such  a  Sorce  to  garri- 
Son them,  as  to  make  it  queftionable  what 
is  beft  now  to  be  done.  A  ftatement  of 
thoSe  commenced  or  projected,  of  the  ex- 
pences already  incurred,  and  eftimates 
of  their  future  coft,  as  far  as  can  be  fore- 
Seen,  fliall  be  laid  beSore  you,  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  any  al- 
teration is  neceffary  in  the  laws  respect- 
ing this  Subject. 

Agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce 
and  navigation,  the  four  pillars  of  our 
profperity,  are  then  moft  thriving  when 
left  moft  free  to  individual  enterprize. 
Protection  from  cafual  embarraffments, 
however,  may  fomctimes  be  SeaSonably 


interpoSed.  If  in  the  courSeof  your  ob- 
servations or  enquiries,  theV  fliould  ap- 
pear to  need  any  aid,  within  the  limits  of 
our  conftitutional  powers,*  your  SenSe  of 
their  importance  is  a  Sufficient  aflurance 
they  will  occupy  your  attention.  We 
cannot,  indeed,  but  all  Seel  an  anxious  So- 
licitude for  the  difficulties  under  which 
our  carrying  trade  will  foon  be  placed. 
How  far  it  can  be  relieved  otherwife  than 
by  time,  is  a  Subject  oS  important  confi- 
deration. 

The  judiciary  Syftem  of  the  United. 
States  and  especially  that  portion  oS  it  re- 
cently erected,  will  oS  courSe  preSent  it- 
Self  to  the  contemplation  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  that  they  may  be  able  to  judge  oS  the 
proportion  which  the  inftitution  bears  to 
the  buSineSs  it  has  to  perform,  I  have 
caufed  to  be  procured  from  the  feveral 
ftates,  and  now  lay  before  Congrefs,  an 
exact  ftatement  of  all  the  caufes  decided 
Since  the  firft  eftablifliment  of  the  courts, 
and  of  thofe  which  were  depending  when 
additional  courts  and  judges  were  brought 
in  to  their  aid. 

And  while  on  the  judiciary  organiza- 
tion, it  will  be  worthy  your  confideration 
whether  the  proteaion  of  the  ineftima- 
ble  inftitution  of  juries  has  been  extend- 
ed to  all  the  cafes  involving  the  fecurity 
of  our  perfons  and  property.  Their  im- 
partial Selection  alfo  being  eflential  to 
their  value,  we  ought  further  to  conlider 
whether  that  is  fufficiently  fecured  in 
thofe  ftates,  where  they  are  named  by  a 
marflial  depending  on  executive  will,  or 
defignated  by  the  court,  or  by  officers  de- 
pendant on  them. 

I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  revifal 
of  the  laws  on  the  fubject  of  naturaliza- 
tion. Confidering  the  ordinary  chances 
of  human  life,  a  denial  of  citizenfliip  un- 
der a  refidence  of  fourteen  years,  is  a  de- 
nial to  a  great  proportion  of  thofe  who  a(k 
it ;  and  controuls  a  policy  purfued,  from 
their  firft  fettlement,  by  many  of  thefe 
ftates,  and  ftill  believed  of  confequence  to 
their  profperity;  And  Shall  we  refufe  to 
the  unhappy  fugitives  from  diftrefs,  that 
hofpitallty  which  the  Savages  of  the  wil- 
dernefs  extended  to  our  fathers  arriving 
in  this  land?  Shall  opprefled  humanity 
find  no  af>lum  on  this  globe?  The  con- 
ftitution, indeed,  has  wilely  provided 
that,  Sor  admiflion  to  certain  offices  of 
important  truft,  a  refidence  fliall  be  re- 
quired, Sufficient  to  develope  character 
and  defign.  But  might  not  the  general 
character  and  capabilities  oS  a  citizen  be 
SaSely  communicated  to  every  one  mani- 
festing a  bona  fide  purpoSe  of  embarking 
his  life  and  fortunes  permanently  with 
us  ?  with  reftrictioas,  perhaps,  to  guard 
againft  the  fraudulent  ufurpation  of  our 
flag;  an  abufe,  which  brings  fo  much  em- 
barraffment and  lofs  on  the  genuine  citi- 
zen, and  fo  much  danger  to  the  nation  of 
being  involved  in  war,  that  no  endeavor 
fliould  be  Spared  to  detect  and  SuppreSs  it. 

Thefe  fellow  citizens,  are  the  matters 
refpecting  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  which  I 
have  thought  of  importance  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  your  confideration  at  this  time. — 
Some  others  of  lefs  moment,  or  not  yet 
ready  for  communication,  will  be  the  fub- 
ject of  feparate  meffages.  I  am  happy  in 
this  opportunity  of  committing  the  ar- 
duous affairs  of  our  government  to  the 
collected  wifdom  of  the  union.  Nothing 
fliall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  inform, 
as  far  as  in  my  power,  the  legiflative 
judgment  ;  nor  to  carry  that  judgment 
into  faithful  execution.  The  prudence 
and  temperance  of  your  difcullions  will 
promote,  within  your  own  walls,  that 
conciliation  which  fo  much  befriends  rati- 
onal conclufion  ;  and  by  its  example,  will- 
encourage  among  our  conftituents  that 
progrefs  of  opinion  which  is  tending  to 
unite  them  in  <  bject  and  in  will.  That 
all  ftiould  be  Satisfied  with  any  one  order 
of  things  is  not  to  be  expected  ;  but  I  in- 
dulge the  pleafing  perSuafion  that  the 
great  body  oS  our  citizens  will  cordially 
concur  in  honeft  and  difinterefted  ef- 
forts, which  have  for  their  object  to  pre- 
ferve  the  general  and  ftate  governments 
in  their  conftitutional  form  and  equilibri- 
um ;  to  maintain  peace  abroad,  and  order 
and  obedience  to  the  laws  at  home  ;  to  ef- 
tablifh  principles  and  practices  oS  admi- 
niftration Savourable  to  the  Security  of 
liberty  and  property,  and  to  reduce  ex- 
pences to  what  is  neceffary  for  the  udeful 
purpofes  of  government. 

Ta:  JEFFERSON. 


